
Welcome to Reading in Year 1

INFORMATION MEETING FOR PARENTS AND CARERS



What does reading look 
like at Enfield Heights 

Academy?



At Enfield Heights Academy, our aim is for all our children to become fluent, 
confident readers who love reading! 

Children who read regularly or who are read to regularly have the opportunity to 
open the doors to so many different worlds! 

Reading will give your child the tools to become independent life-long learners. 



How is phonics taught in 
Year 1 ?



The Read Write Inc programme helps all children learn to:
- read fluently and at speed so they can focus on developing their skills in comprehension, 

vocabulary, and spelling 
- spell effortlessly so that they can put all their energy into composing what they write. 

Children learn sounds in school which 
help them to read and write. They then 

practise these skills through reading 
'Book Bag Books' at home which are 

specifically pitched to both 
consolidate learning and provide 

challenge in an engaging and fun way! 
This is what they look like.



Year 1
In year 1 all children will continue to read words within books and write all of these. Daily 
phonics sessions in Year 1 last for 45 minutes.



Set 2 Sounds
ay: may I play
ee: what can you see
igh: fly high
ow: blow the snow
oo: poo at the zoo
oo: look at the book
ar: start the car
or: shut the door
air: that’s not fair
ir: whirl and twirl

ou: shout it out
oy: toy for a boy

The children are taught Set 2 Sounds – the long vowels.



Fred can only speak in sounds. He says d-o-g, h-a-t etc. 

Speaking like Fred helps children to understand that words are made up of sounds.

Fred helps children practise blending sounds together because he needs the children to say 
the words for him. Fred says d-o-g, children tell him the word is dog.

This is how we quickly teach all of our children to blend.

Let me introduce you to Fred.



Fred Talk

We want to help you understand how your child is learning to read words in Read Write Inc. 
Phonics by blending sounds together:

Alongside teaching children sounds, we teach them to blend sounds to read words e.g. s-a-t, sat. 

We use Fred Talk to help children read.



Remember that:

- Children need to know sounds – not 
letter names – to read words.
- We pronounce the sounds clearly, 
using pure sounds (‘m’ not’ muh’, ’s’ 
not ‘suh’, etc.) so that your child will 
be able to blend the sounds together 
to make words more easily. 



Fred Talk routine

1. Say the word in sounds e.g. c-a-t.
2. Ask the child to repeat. 

• Can they ‘jump-in’ with the whole word?

3. Say the word in sounds followed by the whole word e.g. c-a-t, cat.
4. Ask the child to repeat.



Virtual Classroom Fred Games



Fred talk throughout the day
• Shall we have some

• What would you like to

• Let’s put on your

l-u-n-ch ?

p-l-ay ?

c -oa-t.



Reading with Fred Talk



Sound blending books



What can I do?
1. Speak like Fred throughout the day.
2. Play Fred games.
3. Use Fred Talk to read words.

• The sooner your child can orally blend, the sooner they 
will be able to read words.



Fred games – in action



Online resources available

• Ruth Miskin Parents’ Page:
• https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/

• Ruth Miskin Facebook:
• https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education

• Free e-books for home reading:
• http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/
https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/


How is reading taught in 
Year 1 ?



One of the first things you will 
notice in our KS1 classrooms, 
is that they are very language 

rich. There are words all 
around the environments and 
displays are clearly labelled.  

The classrooms have a good selection of 
picture books in different genres for the 

children to look at.

There is also a ‘listening 
station’ in our Reception and 

KS1 library where children 
wear earphones and listen to 
stories whilst looking at the 

books.



Guided Reading



AF1: Word reading: Use a range of strategies, including 
accurate decoding of text, to read for meaning. 

Can you use picture 
clues and initial sounds 
to work out unfamiliar 

words?

Can you blend sounds 
to read words?

Can you ‘chunk’ longer 
words?

Can you read on to the 
end of the sentence 
and work out what 
word would make 

sense?

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=wooden+cliparttoolbox&hl=en&safe=active&biw=1920&bih=985&tbm=isch&tbnid=MO8MBc7yM0LAWM:&imgrefurl=http://www.gograph.com/illustration/toolbox-with-tools-skrewdriver-hammer-handsaw-and-wrench-gg59707959.html&docid=XYBU1bWcg9s-EM&itg=1&imgurl=http://thumbs.gograph.com/gg59652634.jpg&w=170&h=170&ei=OXqBUPGUAqLS0QXov4DIBA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=647&vpy=219&dur=1897&hovh=136&hovw=136&tx=108&ty=87&sig=105994686384168487948&page=1&tbnh=136&tbnw=135&start=0&ndsp=63&ved=1t:429,r:3,s:0,i:76
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=wooden+cliparttoolbox&hl=en&safe=active&biw=1920&bih=985&tbm=isch&tbnid=MO8MBc7yM0LAWM:&imgrefurl=http://www.gograph.com/illustration/toolbox-with-tools-skrewdriver-hammer-handsaw-and-wrench-gg59707959.html&docid=XYBU1bWcg9s-EM&itg=1&imgurl=http://thumbs.gograph.com/gg59652634.jpg&w=170&h=170&ei=OXqBUPGUAqLS0QXov4DIBA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=647&vpy=219&dur=1897&hovh=136&hovw=136&tx=108&ty=87&sig=105994686384168487948&page=1&tbnh=136&tbnw=135&start=0&ndsp=63&ved=1t:429,r:3,s:0,i:76


AF2: Literal Understanding: understand, describe, select or 
retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use 
quotation and reference to text.

Who? 
Characters 

Where? 
Setting 

When? 
Time 

What 
happened 

….?

Can you 
retell the 

story?

Which 
word told 
you that 

…?

http://img1.wikia.nocookie.net/__cb20130222162701/coasterpedia/images/5/58/Magnifying_glass.png


AF3:Inference and Deduction: Deduce, infer or interpret 
information, events or ideas from texts.

Why do 
you 

think…?

How do 
you 

know…? 

Are there 
any clues 
that tell 
you…..?

What 
ideas are 
we given 
about…?

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl&imgrefurl=http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Child-Plastic-Beach-Sand-Spade-Shovel-Red-Light-Green-/160926965265&h=0&w=0&tbnid=etKo4cHMQPVSCM&zoom=1&tbnh=224&tbnw=224&docid=U--oxujMSyVZwM&tbm=isch&ei=Gg9cU_mmLoa50QXV0ICgDg&ved=0CA4QsCUoBA


All children will have a ‘Reading Record Book’ which they will bring home with their 
reading books. When your child brings these home, we ask you to write a short comment 

in them to confirm that you have read the book to or with your child.



How can you support your 
child with reading at 

home?



Home 
Reading

Children to bring home four books: a banded book and a 
book for pleasure as well as a phonics book and bookbag 
book.

Banded books -This is matched to their attainment reading 
level. They will work through a  series of banded books and 
work their way through the year groups banded colours. 
Throughout the year, the child will be monitored and 
assessed as to when they can move up to the next level by 
the class teacher. 

Reading for pleasure – This is a book they have chosen to 
read for their enjoyment. This could range from a comic, 
magazine, fiction etc.



Banded books 
–aimed at 

your child’s 
attainment 

level. 



Your role 

Frequency of reading expectations

Ks1 

 5 -10 
mins daily

Recording in reading record books

• KS1 – Adults need to sign that 
they have read daily and can 
write a comment 2/3times a 
week. 



How do we promote 
Reading for Pleasure?



The classrooms have a 
good selection of 
picture books in 

different genres for the 
children to look at.

There is also a ‘listening 
station’ in our KS1 library 

where children wear 
earphones and listen to stories 

whilst looking at the books.

Guided Reading – two stations consist of a listening 
station and reading for pleasure station.

3.00pm -Whole 
School Reading



Remember that all children mature and learn at different rates.

Most children are well on their way to being confident readers by the 
end of Year 2.

Occasionally, some children will find reading difficult.

If you have any concerns, always talk to your child’s class teacher first. 

We will talk to you if we are concerned and if necessary, interventions 
will be set in place.



Thank you for coming. 
Any questions?

Please take hand-outs before you leave! 
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